Writing the Good Book on Lawyers

A legal-thriller author thinks it is time to speak up for the profession

BY JAMES M. GRIPFFARDO

When my eclleagues hear that

my first movel “The Parden® is
being published by HarperCollins,
lll!.!.' ad amd smidle, ns i to tell me
itE Uk They understand,
They do nod |:l:;'l:tr|1.|:- nnathier
bnwyer for bashing the pro.
Fossson and then getling the
beck out of it

This reaction has oo
one of my most distresaing
fxpeniences im writing o
movel. OF course, | cannot
fault them for assurming
that my novel bad-mouths
the profession. Lawyers
bove pumped oot esumnt-
less legal thrillers and
courtroom dromas sinoe
“L.A. Law®™ hit the tube,
and moet of them distort
reality. Mosk lawyers jusi
neeept that the lawyer
charncter is going to be the
villwin, the cheat ar lanch
for Sieven Bpiclberg's di-
NAOEAUTE.

I wae not 80 resigned.
I did mot wani to pander o
the public’s seemingly insatinble ap
petite for lawyers “petling what
they deserve.” Although the jwdicial
svelem is not porfioct and, sdmitted-
Iy, is subjesd 1o manipulation and
abwse al trmes, [ refise to portray it
as anything less than the best E¥E-
tem im the world.

Case in poind: The lead clunrmse-
ter i “The Pardon,” Jack Ew;.'l-uth.
i& a voung, crminal defonse knveyver
whao stands accused of o murder e
did not commil. In the opening trial
soame, my editor wanted to portray
hima iz thinking this way:

“It was a Nawed system ot
et And it terrified Jack to thimk
that justice might prove aa elusive
Isere ma it had in =0 many sther iri-
als in which he was invalved,”

That & net nearly as bad as
some of the ataff | have rosd else-
where, but [ still disliked the sagges-
tion that justice is such & rarily—
Lhat juries routinely tuen surderers
back onto the sireet. My own pxpe-
Jdames M, Grippends iz o frial
.I'a.:i.'.Tr:r and partrer willy Steel Hec-
for & Davis in Minmi.

T L Ty T, T

Jomses Gelppando: Proud of kis commimant 1 the law.

Fimmee i Lhat jutors ame pretty good
at W;|'I-F1 thev da. Anyway, the final
version reads this way:

“1t seemed almosi amazing, -
illy, that juries so aften reached the
right result. Baot the lefty notien thai

this was the beat syetem in the world
wais little consolation for an innocent
mnan whoe might well be corvvicted.”
It ig nat 0 radieal change, bat (1
is an important ane. 1 believe that
—even in the realm of fiction—
lnwyars who bitame authors hooa
nn obligation o ineisl on these sub-
the editorial changes. to be Gir in
their chomacterization of lawvyers
and the judicinl system so 8= slap
breeding disrespect for the Lo,

|.|1'-'«'_'|-'ﬂ-blc'w|"|i||5 i1 fiction, haow-
ever, 18 just a emall part of the wide

scif-fngellatien. Lavwvers b

tsrespect on lawyers, And 1 don't
Just mean the bod lewyers. | mioan
gond lawyers—lowyers | respect.

v [irdl reporler to interview
ma abaut “The Pardon”™ was writing
abwut lowyers ronning from the
practice of law, She kept trving to
el ame o say 1 wrote the book bhe-
cause | hated practicing and could
mot walt te get out. | kepd tolling
her T hiod an interesting proctice nd
n gooel firm, Siee] Heetor & Darvis.
Attorney General Janet Rene got

hier slart there, The presidents af
the American and Florida bar asso-
cintions were, then, partners there.
But she persisted. Finally, [ gave
her o printable quete: =[ still think
the law is o moble profession, and
I'Nl eontimae to do il.” She
pranted it.

You would not believe
the gried 1 cought—hat only
from lawyers. Nonlawyers
thought it refreshing to
heear froem & kawyer who did
nat bellynche about his job.

Aa miore people énd
out about “my other Hfe*
IMve had mome sech discus-
dwane, nobt just with law-
yera but with aspiring ones
a8 wall,

Rocenthy, [ was chair
man of my firm's summer
associnie program. The ass-
cialoe’ enthusinem  about
law was a niee check on all
the hubbub over my hook,
making me nostalgic about
my ownl docsion to beonme
a lnwyer. The summer pro-
Era.m ig our firm'e life-
_ lood; 0 percent of our
Full-time lnwyers comse ot af it

Znmie any the progrom head is
like the frm's hesd cheerleader,
Aier talking with cynkz scroes the
conintry, [ started togueestion wheth-
er it was the right job for & part-
timep gathar, When [ spoke highly of
lowwers amd the profession, I had o
winder whether people were taking
what [ said with & gram of salt, fig-
unng that T was really just another
disillugiones] lnwyer who weate a
novel Lo escape from practicing law.,

1 war tothink T started writ-
ing hecause [ love to write, Poriod,
Seott Turow still practices, says he
will mever guit. | am certainly not
the type to have spent my entire
F‘I‘Uﬁ:‘ﬂi‘:ﬂm] caraer ok the same law

iren b 1 had been unhappy.

Huill, it bothers me that wher-
ever [ gn so many really pood low-
viers ook ot me with envy and BINY,
“This is your ticket out."

I have wanted to be a Lawyar
gince the eighth geade, and [ am
proaid to be ane. | am glnd mnst of
my friends are lawyers. Probably
mnst of vour frends are lawyers,
too, Would you malign them?® | |



